Mission Trip Frequently Asked Questions
1. How do I get the chance to take part in an LSA mission trip?

Mission Trips are designed to not only help LSA accomplish their mission to “wreck” the church, but they are also designed to serve our strategic partners in Indianapolis.  These trips are specifically reserved for those who already have an existing relationship with LSA or who are affiliated with our Indianapolis partners
. For this reason we require all those who would be interested in going on a trip meet the above requirement and first speak with their local shepherd/pastor or the CEO if affiliated with one of our corporate partners
.  If they assess that you meet the criteria for the trips then they will put you on a list of candidates that they would like to see considered for one of our trips.

2. What kind of people do you look for when considering who goes on the trips?

We have an investigation and selection process that includes interviews, prayer, and evaluation based mainly on, but not limited to three important criteria.  Since we have a limited number of spaces, each individual we take is seen as important in helping us to fulfill our mission to “awaken the church” here in Indianapolis. These criteria are:

· Will the individual be a sustainable advocate?

· Does the individual possess spiritual influence?

· Is the individual “ripe to be wrecked”?
3. How long are the trips?

The trips can be anywhere from 10-16 days, which includes travel time.

4. If I am selected for a trip can I take my spouse?


Trip space is limited and each person taken on the trip has to qualify on their own merit. These trips are a very important tool to help us accomplish our overall mission and the selection process has been carefully developed so that we are serving both our Indianapolis partners and our KZN partners in a loving and accurate way. Therefore, everyone who would like to go on a trip must go through the evaluation and selection process. LSA’s policy is that we do not “grandfather” anyone in on the trips at the request of active participants.
5. Do you take families, or young children, on the trips?

At this time, due to numerous logistic reasons and safety reasons (i.e. KZN is the carjacking capitol of the world, child rape capitol of the world, and second most murderous region on the planet), it is the policy of LSA to not take families or young children on trips.  
6.  How are your trips different from traditional “mission trips”?

It would be foolish for us to believe that we could bring 6-8 people twice a year and have any kind of significant impact against the AIDS pandemic in two week trip. Therefore, on our trips we do not allow our participants to “fix”.  Instead, we tell them that their role in fighting the AIDS pandemic is here at home and they have a responsibility to “feel” and to return to Indy to awaken the church to the urgency and weight of the moment in which “she” is living.  

The trips are relational and our primary objectives are build relationships with the partners, encourage them, and find out how we can love them more accurately.  The other paramount objective of each trip is to sit at the feet of the partners and learn.  Our KZN partners show us an “untamed gospel” that is seldom seen in the U.S.  In doing so, they impart, deeply impact, and transform the participants, who then return to Indy to join with LSA in awakening the church to fulfill her missional role as the light of the world.
7. Why do you do your trips this way?
We strive to love accurately our partners. This means that we listen to their needs and don’t presume or impose our wills on them. Thus, our mission trips have been forged as a result of listening to our partners’ “heartbeat”.
Another reason we continue to do the trips in this way is simply because it works.  We have an incredible success rate and have found that these trips have a much higher impact for our partners in Indy and KZN. 

8. Are there any additional expectations for trip participants?

There are a number of post trip expectations that will be given to those that have been selected.  Participants must agree to fulfill these requirements before they will be invited to go on the trip.

9.  Why are the trips so small?

We have tried different types of trips in the past and have found that smaller trips have simply been more effective and impactful, thus producing more fruit.  They lend themselves to better group dynamics, more intimate and fruitful times with the partners, less safety concerns, less taxation on our partners, and leave a smaller footprint.  
� LSA Indianapolis Strategic Partners: Grace Community Church, Trinity Church, Common Ground Church, Eastern Star Church, S.E.P., Helmer Inc., T.H.S International, Zaccheus Foundation.


� In the case of all of our trips, we have a rather long waiting list.  This creates a bottleneck, and given the size of the trips it is essential that your application carries a strong recommendation from your shepherd or CEO. 





